WHAT FLORIDA OFFERS MAN OF ENERGY SHOWN BY CAPT. DAVIS
OPPORTUNITY AS GREAT AS WHEN HE CAME HERE 10 YEARS AGO
LATEST WORK BIG SUCCESS
HAS BUILT TWO BRIDGES ACROSS MANATEE
Town of Wimauma Named for Three Daughters – Now a Flourishing Farming Center.
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When some of the more recent arrivals in Florida say that the time of opportunity in the State has passed, just name Captain C.H. Davis of Manatee.  There are scores of men in Florida one might name in answer to such a statement but of them all none will be a more complete refutation that this genial gentleman who came to Florida less than ten years ago.
Captain Davis started his constructive work in Florida when he was 64 years of age – just about the time most men begin to think of retiring from active life even if they have not begun to think seriously of the future existence.  But in the ten years that have passed since that time, he has become so closely identified with every forward movement in Manatee and the adjacent section of country that the newcomer gets the impression almost invariably that he grew up in that section and that he is father of all of it.  That’s why you may use his name as a complete refutation of any such statement slandering the opportunities of the present, for Captain Davis is not through - not by a great deal.   The further he goes the greater and surer seems of his success.  Just last year he completed a big wagon bridge across the Manatee River and organized and started the Manatee County supply Company, whose business jumped from  $3,000 the first month it operated, to over $20,000 a month for several months past.

Built Sarasota Line
When Captain Davis came to Florida form Savannah, Ga. in October 1901, he started in as a railroad contractor, building the Seaboard Road from Turkey Creek to Palmetto.  This was completed in May 1902.   During the summer of 1902, while the Seaboard officials were trying to decide upon the best place to cross the Manatee River, he built the Terra Ceia branch of this line.  Finally, the Seaboard decided that it should have its bridge across the river directly opposite the town of Manatee and on October 13, 1903, Captain Davis commenced his work of placing the bridge across at this point.  Here came in one of the best pieces of work done on the entire line.  This bridge, 4,850 feet long, with a draw in the middle for navigation, was completed in just fifty-nine days from the time it was started - a truly stupendous task when the facilities at hand at the time are considered.  At noon on the twelfth day of December the first train which ever crossed the Manatee River went over on this bridge. 
Coincidence of Twelve 
There was one strange coincidence in the crossing of this train.  At 12 o'clock on the 12'th day of the 12th month of the year, the train consisting of twelve men was the first to cross the new bridge.  There was no prearrangement about the matter, and it was only after the train reached the Manatee side that someone remarked the coincidence.  The road was completed to Sarasota in February 1903, and later branches were run to Ellenton, to Fruitville, and to Bradentown.  All of this work was done by contract and in every Instance the work was completed on the date specified in the contract-something decidedly unusual but displaying the character of the man who built the road and afterwards branched out in this Land of Opportunity-even up to the present. 


Sees Wealth in Naval Stores 
After the railroad work was completed. Captain Davis might have gone to almost any other part of the country and carried on the same line of contracting, for he had made an unqualified success of the Seaboard line.  But the undeveloped country along the line he had built looked so good to him that he decided to remain right with It.  So, in November of the same year he went in for naval stores after acquiring large tracts of good pine timber lands.  He believed that the timber and the land itself would be extremely valuable some day and, unlike most operators of that time, did not let go when he had taken the sap from the pine.  Later developments - and developments at that a great deal earlier than he expected - showed that he had grasped the "Big Opportunity" for the timber and the land became of such great value that the Naval stores were only a mere fraction.  

Great Rise in Land Values 
When Captain Davis had acquired 225,000 acres of land in Manatee and Hillsborough County, he divided the lot into three estimated values.  Of the whole, he figured that fifty percent was good timber and excellent land after the timber should be removed.  Twenty-five percent, he believed to be fairly good land with sufficient timber on it to pay for cutting and not much profit left.  The remaining twenty-five percent, he considered absolutely worthless.  "Did you know" said Captain Davis speaking of this division, that land I considered worthless along in 1904 became in less than six years more valuable than the other seventy five percent?

 Lays Out Town of Wimauma
While acquiring timber binds. Captain Davie found a beautiful spot in one of his purchases.  This was Tiger Lake in the beautiful and extreme southern portion of Hillsborough County.   It struck him that it was a beautiful town site and in September 1903,  he went there and laid out the town of Wimauma,  now the center of a wealthy and rapidly growing farming community.  Wi-mau-ma is very often declared to be an Indian name and linguists have been hard pressed more than once to figure out its meaning.  And well they may be puzzled, for it is not an Indian name at all, but is a combination of the first syllable of the' name of each of the three daughters of Captain Davis.  These daughters were Misses Willie, Maud and Mary, hence “Wi- mau-ma.” 
The section around Wimauma has one natural advantage believed to be possessed by no other spot in Florida.  Because Tiger Lake lies on the summit of a gently sloping hill, the country around maybe irrigated by natural means, gravity carrying the water over the land just as needed. This Is possible a few hundred feet from the lake and for several thousand feet around thus, giving a large area of natural irrigation.  As a result, land values have up to a point where small farms are high in price because of the great yields.  In 1909 Mr. D. M. Dowdell, son-in-law of Capt. Davis, worked forty-eight acres of land with twelve men and four mules, clearing over $16,000 above all expenses of raising the crops, shipping, and selling.

Capt. Davis as a Banker
But while Capt. Davis was engaged in naval stores and land operations, he did not neglect other opportunities that presented themselves to his alert mind.  In September. 1303, the same month in which he laid out the town of Wimauma, he opened the Manatee Banking Company, the first business house in the new part of the town of Manatee. Captain Davis was elected president of the banking company and he was active in the management of the affairs of the institution until 1907 when he sold out his interest in order to devote his time more fully to his various other interests which had grown to large proportions.  Last year, after he had carried out several large plans that he was forming at the time he sold, and especially after he had built a fine business block in the corner of which was the ideal location for the institution, he bought back a controlling interest in the bank and is again president.  This institution has been successful from its beginning and is considered as among the most substantial banking houses of its class in the State.  But that is one of the characteristics of all the work of this man who is building up so many different lines at once - everything he touches must be figured out so that everyone in with him is protected and so that it will be beneficial to the patrons as well as to those on the inside. 

Constructive Public Work 
During all this time Capt. Davis was not devoting all his energy to his personal business. That Is another characteristic of the man.  He always constructs and when he constructs it has been found that others well as him have reaped benefit.  He was on the town council in Manatee for three years and it was because of his efforts that Manatee now has fine sidewalks and streets that invite automobiles.  Capt. Davis was chairman of the streets and lanes committee of the council and after a bond issue of $15,000 had been voted upon favorably by the citizens of the town, the spending of the money devolved largely upon him.  As a result, the roads so built cost approximately fifty percent of what those in Bradentown, only a mile or so away, cost and less than almost any other work of similar character in the State.  Other work was done at that time, and it is practically all the street and sidewalk work ever done in the town of Manatee. 

How He Built the Bridge
Until last year Manatee County was split in two parts by the Manatee River. Had it not been for Capt. Davis it might be so today.  People wanted a bridge across the river but when it would come up as a county affair it was utterly impossible to select the place for its site.  Every town along the river wanted the bridge at its front door and unless it got it there, didn't want a bridge at all.  So, they got nothing in the way of a bridge.  But Capt. Davis wanted a bridge and he set out to build it. 
There was a great deal in the way, especially as he decided that the bridge must come across the river at Manatee. But in 1909 he organized the Manatee Bridge Company and built a toll bridge across the river.  It is a good wagon bridge, and the people drive across it and cheerfully drop their nickels into the company's coffers because they realize what a great advantage it has given them.  But very few of them realized it in advance and it was generally supposed that the financial support of the Manatee Bridge Company, except that given by Capt. Davis himself, would not have gone far towards holding up the structure with a few teams on it.  Despite all the opposition and lack of financial support, the bridge was opened to traffic June I8, 1910.  Now it is considered one of the things most essential to the welfare of a large portion of Manatee County, and people come for miles both ways to drive across the river on the wagon bridge.  Once more Capt. Davis had spanned the Manatee with a bridge, but it took him longer to build the wagon bridge than it did to put the heavy railroad structure across, for "he had to furnish the finances as well as superintend the work.  But it has been worthwhile to him and to the people who opposed it. 
Among the other enterprises in which Capt. Davis saw opportunity, he decided that the livery business could be made profitable so in 1908 he acquired the stock of the existing stable in Manatee and put it in new quarters.  Then he bought good stock and buggies, looked after the business personally until he was sure it was running exactly as he wished it to run, and today he has one of the best patronized liveries in the county, now under the management of J. S. Tarrer, his able secretary, who has been with him for the past six years.

His Latest Achievement 

In some ways, especially in showing the farsighted business acumen of Capt. Davis, his latest work is the most interesting he has yet accomplished. This was the organization and operation of the Manatee County Supply Company at Manatee. This company was organized by Capt. Davis In 1910 with a capital of $100,000 and started in business in June of last year.  The first month the business aggregated $3,000 but for the past several months it has run over $20,000 a month, splendid testimonial to the foresight of the man who saw the opportunity. Had it been anyone but Capt. Davis who started out to put an immense department store on a corner in a little town like Manatee, it is very doubtful that he would have received support. But by that time the people had seen enough of the work of Capt. Davis to believe that he knew exactly what he was doing, and he did. So, there was little difficulty in disposing of what stock in the company he desired to sell and. once established, there was no trouble in securing the trade for miles around.

The large buff brick building in which this big company has its stores covers practically an entire block.  The main corner of the building is three stories in height, the corner being occupied by the bank, while on the second floor are offices and on the third a large lodge hall.  The wings are single stories but are extremely attractive, having large plate glass fronts, being cool, airy, and well lighted.  Taking it altogether, it is one of the most attractive as well as largest establishments of a commercial nature under one roof in the State.  It is confidently expected that the business will soon amount to a quarter million a year.  All this was brought about through the right man seeing the opportunity and remember it happened only last year.  There is proof that opportunity is not dead.  And another thing - Capt. Davis was sixty-four last August.





Not Ready To Quit

When the man says that opportunity has passed away just tell him that at 64 Captain Davis is still looking for that same opportunity.  He is not ready to quit not by a long shot.  His last achievement was really the best proof that opportunity exists better than any he has given heretofore.  And he has plans still incomplete that will prove it over and over again.  He Isn't saying what they are for he believes every man has the right without taking out a copyright on opportunity every time he discovers her.  Besides, someone might spoil an opportunity if too much was said about it.  But there are several running around loose yet in this year of 1911.

Capt. Davis at Home

Lest someone advance the theory that Capt. Davis is possessed of some supernatural genius or insight; it will be well to say something about his personalities. He is an exception al man, it is true, but not in any manner that cannot be duplicated in many places. He is just a genial businessman who figures out before he goes into a thing exactly what he may hope to get out of it, and he generally gets out what he thinks he win.  He is not blinded against Opportunity by prejudice or dazzled by hope of Immediate reward at the expense of the ultimate endangering of any enterprise. Added to that, he has carefully trained himself against enthusiasm without reason back of it and against lack of enthusiasm where he is positive there is good reason for it.

In his hometown and wherever he is known, Capt. Davis is the acquaintance and the friend of everyone who knows him.  Despite several periods of ill health, he keeps at whatever work he may have in hand, superintends the details in their carrying out and would resent with something akin to anger any suggestion that he is old enough or has money enough on which to retire and “enjoy himself", he would answer that his be enjoyment is working hard and accomplishing something. He is a builder, and his work is never destructive. 

The naming of Wimauma after his three daughters is but an example of one of the ruling characteristics in the life of this builder. He is never too busy and never has been too busy to lavish love upon each member of his family. Perhaps that has kept him young.  From his birth in Halifax County, Virginia, in August 1846, through his life in Alabama, Texas and (Georgia until he came to Florida in 1901) and from that time until the present, he has enjoyed living and he believes his pleasant relationship and attendance upon those he loves is one of his greatest blessings. One of the most beautiful homes in Florida, standing on the bank of the Manatee River, surrounded by beautiful and well-kept grounds in which flowers bloom almost throughout the year, is the greatest pride of Captain Davis, because it is the thing which his family shares with him. The house is of beautiful design, finished in red birch throughout and is as comfortable as a home can well be made.  

A flowing artesian well forces water over the entire house and every convenience is at hand Capt. Davis is a lover of horses and the pair or carriage horses he keeps for the use of Mrs. Davis is probably the prettiest span in Florida. His own driving horses are always carefully cared for and every one of them knows him well and cheerfully responds to his call.  Such is the man you may cite as denying in full the slanderer who says Florida’s day of Big Opportunity is passing.  Say to him For Shame.  Show him what a builder has done in ten years and tell him to watch this builder continue his work of building.                                    (The Tampa Tribune, 21 May 1911)
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